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YOUR EDITOR has been doing some wandering lately. Following the C.N.A., Yvonne & I 
went to Calgary for a week. Our main purpose was a wedding but it was our first time there 
and we wanted to get the feel of the city in preparation for next year's convention. We were, 
to say the least, thrilled with Calgary! It is definitely a "people" place. Lots of green space, 
fountains, statues, flowers, benches, and open areas where one can relax. My heartfelt 
thanks to Al and Marion Munro for their hospitality and kindness. We are looking forward 
to next year's C.N.A. It should be a great one! 


OUR CURRENT MEMBERSHIP stands at 129. It's healthy but it could be better. Few 
people outside of our own membership and the immediate circle of numismatists have ever 
heard of us. Most coin collectors are not too interested in wood. It's a fun hobby, not a 
lucrative one. Generally speaking though, people are collectors. It seems to be the nature of 
humans to be gatherers of things. We need some way of advertising our hobby. Let's start 
with the members. Enclosed with this month's T.T. is a membership application form. See 
what you can do. Members signing up after September will be credited with membership 
for the full ensuing calendar year. 


A NICKEL REUNION took place in Whistler, B.C. last month and not a single wood 
turned up! As you know, your editor has nickels for neighbours. Clarence and Kae Nickel 
just returned from a family reunion out west. There were 140 in attendance but not one 
lignaedenanist in the lot. 


WELCOME to new member: La Verne Ratzlaff, 
416 N. West St., 
P.O7 60x93. 
Buhler, KS 
U.S.A. 67522-0093 


DID YOU KNOW there is a Halifax in Pennsylvania? Yep! Right there on the 
Susquehanna River just north of Harrisburg. Member Bob Brown sent in the info re the 
wood celebrating Halifax's Bicentennial. See Page 6 for details. 
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A wooden nickel that emerged at the 
C.N.A. in Hamilton last month, but is not 
related to the convention, is the one shown 
at right. Yvonne Vesh has been issuing 
woods, stamped with some of her favourite 
sayings, at the rate of one per year for the 
past four years. This year's wood, unlike the 
previous three, is not painted gold. Printed 
on natural wood, the lettering is black and 
red, with the date in green. 
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Yvonne still has a fair stock of these woods left. Available for an S.A.S.E, write 
Yvonne if you wish to take a chance on receiving one of these woods through the mails. 
Not many woods make it through the mail system unscathed these days but you might be 
one of the lucky ones. U.S. collectors may send S.A.E. with stamps unattached. 
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Just west of Edmonton, Alberta, is 
Stony Plain. The above "GOOD FOR" 
wood will be honoured at the Willow 
Ridge Golf Course there. Owned & 
operated by a relative of Al Munro, Al 
reminds collectors that if anyone 
wants an extra wood to redeem at the 
golf course, to write him. We have Al 
to thank for donating this attractive 
wood, silk screened in an appropriate 
green on both sides. Look for it with 


Membership Chairman - Ron Zelk at R.P.O. Box | 


Canada, M3H 6A7 | your December issue of Timber Talk. 
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO SHOUT IF YOU USE THE RIGHT WORDS. 
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SEEING IS BELIEVING. Although the word "bastard" is found in any good 
English language dictionary, it does have an unpleasant connotation. This is mostly due to 
its historical misuse. In some areas, however, it is accepted as common language. In the 
machine trade, a certain type of coarse file is classified as a "bastard file", and sizes, as 
applied to drills, threads, etc. that are not standard, are referred to as "bastard sizes". 

If on a map of Ontario, you drew a line due west from Brockville, and a line due 
north from Gananoque, where the two lines intersected is another area where the word 
"Bastard" is in common use. Bastard Township got its name from one John Bastard, 
according to the article on the following page. Understandably, there has been much 
controversy over the name of this township, resulting in the formation of factions "for" and 
"against" a name change. The Bastard Buck shown below is, at the time of this wnting, still 
available from the township offices at 50 cents each. Postage cost requirements are not 
known, but if ordering, it might be a gesture of courtesy to include extra to cover mailing 
costs. 

One side only of the wood is shown here since both sides are identical. The article on 
page 4, taken from the periodical "Cottage Life", and the letter shown below in reduced 
form, were submitted by Russ Brown. 


& 
ST Telephone: 613-928-225! 
&, Fax: 613-928-3097 
Offices - County Road 8 
SHIRLEY BRYDEN, AMC.T. CMO LEO WYKES 
Clerk-Treasurer Road Superintendent 


May 3, 1994. 


Mr. Russell Brown, 

7 Cartier Crescent, 
RICHMOND HILL, Ontario 
L4C 2M9 


Dear Mr. Brown: 


ASTARD XM 

hs PRS i RSD ‘oS 
Thank you for your interest in our Township. In response — 
to your letter, there are indeed "Bastard Bucks" for sale 
at a cost of 50 cents per piece. 


If you would like to send a cheque in the amount of $6.00, I 
will forward twelve pieces as soon as the money arrives. 


I look forward to hearing from you at your earlies convenience. 


Thank you, 


Yours truly, 


Se BRE 


Jane Purdie, AMCT 
Deputy Clerk-Treasurer. 
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TALK OF THE 
TOWNSHIP 

A stand-up guy 
fights for his right to 
remain a Bastard 


DEI. WILSON, A REAL ESTATE AGENT 
in Bastard and South Burgess 
Township, finds the B word so 
offensive he has launched a 
campaign to change the town- 
ship name to Beverly Fills. The 
rural township, 110 km south 
of Ottawa, already has two 
lakes named Beverly and also 
includes a chunk of Big Rideau 
Lake, where Premier Bob Rae 
coltages. 

Fellow ratepayer Kenny 
Rogers, however, figured any 
name change would be expen- 
sive. So he proceeded to launch 
a counterattack with 50 buttons 
proclaiming, “Proud to bea 
Bastard.” 


By the time he hit the Sunoco 
station on the first morning, 
the buttons were going so fast 
he had to start charging for 
them. Now, 2,321 buttons later, 
he is donating all proceeds to lo- 
cal schools and feeling comfort- 
ably ahead of the 18 names on 
Wilson’s petition in favour of 
a name change. 


Accompanying this article was a picture of one Kenny 
Rogers, a staunch supporter of the present township 
name. The picture, unfortunately, did not reproduce 
to any reasonable clarity and so was omitted here. 


The "disc" pictured below is a button, not a wood. 


Wilson is determined to 
carry the fight for a new name 
to a fall referendum neverthe- 
less. “I couldn’t wear one of 
those buttons,” he says. “My fa- 
ther and mother would turn 
over in their graves.” 

Rogers isn’t fussy about 
names. “I don’t give a damn 
what they call it,” he chuckles. 
“We just haven't got the money. 
I don’t know who named this 
place 200 years ago, but I hope 
he had as much fun with it as 
Tam having.” 

According to Michael Smart 
of the Ontario Geographic 
Names Board, Bastard 
Township was named 
in 1798 after an an- 
cient Devonshire 
family whose legiti- 
mate roots go back to 
the Domesday Book. 
(For the record, British 
M.P. John Bastard - rhymes 

with tar — voted against the 
Canada Bill in 1791.) 

Smart says the board has 


The "Bastard Buck" 
is printed in blue and 
marks the township's 
bicentennial in 1994. 
The wood issue does 
not seem to be related 
to the controversy 


over the name 
change. Two 
hundred years a 
Bastard. Wonders 


never cease! 


Qa— 


“files upon files of attempts to 
change [place] names. Most peo- 
ple want names changed after 
themselves, or loved ones, but 
some of the more inter- 
esting cases have in- 


PROUD TO\ volved real estate in- 


_ terests.” Indeed, the 
other Beverly Hills - 
the one in California - 
was known as El Ran- 
cho Rodeo de Las Aguas 


until a real estate company de- 
cided in 1906 that Beverly Hills 
would be an easier sell. 


— Charlies Long 


COTTAGE LIFE July/August 1994 
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Chris Clifton, 211 Ryerson Rd., Lethbridge, AB, Canada, T1K 4P2, has issued 
many woods over the last few years and still has some available. Write Chris for the ones 
you still need for your collection. 
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MY WOODEN NICKEL'S WORTH, EH7.............-0-ccccecceeccccececccecececcccccecee by Low Vesh 


Disappointingly, "A Concise Dictionary of Canadianisms" produced by the 
University of Victoria, B.C. makes no mention of the Canadian expression, "eh". 
Certainly, it is one of the most distinguishing vernacularisms of our language. Often, 
while travelling through the U.S. and engaged in conversation with an American, | am 
asked "And what part of Canada are you from? This question comes up before any 
mention is made of the fact that I am Canadian. "How did you know I am Canadian?", I 
ask. The answer is almost always the same. That old Canadian give-away, "eh". 

Another book, the second edition of "Look What The Cat Drug In", a Miramichi 
Dictionary by Herb Curtis, is a tongue-in-cheek lexicon which clearly decribes the 
expression in question. This humorous book gives the following definitions for "Eh": 


Do you agree? 

Don't you agree? 

Isn't that nght? 

Okay? 

Do you understand? 

Do you know what I mean? 
Get the point? 

What? 

What did you say? 

What do you think? 
Canadian equivalent to America's huh. 
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Inspired by many personal humorous situations along with stories heard from 
others, the above wood was created to perpetuate that oft heard expression. 

Since Canada is also known for its cold weather (some areas, anyway) and since 
this past winter was one of the coldest on record, it seemed fitting to use the reverse side 
of the wood to attest to this fact. The truth may have been stretched a little in the 
statistical figure, "75 years", but I heard many claims that put the record in that general 
area. Wells and waterlines in this county that have never been known to freeze up before 
this winter were seized up solid. Our own waterline was frozen for fully 9 weeks! With 
our nearest alternate water supply being a spring 3 miles away, well, it's a winter best 
forgotten. 

Since releasing these nickels about a month ago, local demand has been on the 
upswing as they seem to have caught the amusement of the townfolk. Mintage is 160, 
but I may have to make a 2nd strike. Write to me if interested. 
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Jerry Remick, Box 9183, Sainte Foy, 
Quebec, G1V 4B1 issued a round | 3/4" 
wood for the 1994 C.N.A. convention my 
showing the train logo on one side and his >= - Gael 
name on the other side. Fifty of the train *, ig 

side are printed in green and 50 in red. The 
reverse side is in blue. Woods are available 
@ $1.00 for the pair, postpaid. No 
guarantee is made that they will arrive 
unbroken, so they will shipped at your nsk. 
Even when well wrapped in cardboard, the Post Office takes great delight i in stasheat up our 
woods in their machines! 
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FOR SALE, due to library downsizing. 


ALL ISSUES OF TIMBERTALK FROM OCTOBER 1979 TO DECEMBER 1993. 
Make offers to: EARL SALTERIO 
5520 MEMORIAL DRIVE N.E. 
CALGARY, AB. 
T2A 3V9 | 


All offers will be exclusive of shipping charges, which must be paid by the successful 
bidder. 
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FOR SALE: 1994 Halifax Area Bicentennial woods and medals. The woods are 25 cents 
each or 5 for $1.00 plus postage. The medals, which are bronze, and the same design as the 
wood, are for sale for $5.00 per medal, plus postage. 

Prices in U.S. funds. Send orders to: Ke 


HALIFAX AREA BICENTENNIAL, 
c/o PAUL REIGLE, 

POF BU A300; 

HALIFAX, PA, U.S.A. 17032 
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SOME DATES TO NOTE: eS 
COLLECTORS' FAIR, Niagara Falls, Ont., Sept. 23, 24, 25, 1994 
HAMILTON C.C. COIN SHOW, Hamilton, Ont., Oct. 1, 1994 


